Reoperation for metalwork complications following the use of volar locking plates for distal radius fractures: a United Kingdom experience.
Volar locking plates are increasingly used in the management of distal radius fractures. As with any new implant, understanding the rate and type of potential metalwork related complications is important. In this study, we reviewed 114 distal radius fractures treated with volar locking plating. Our aim was to determine the type and rate of metalwork complications requiring reoperation. In our series, 12 cases (10%) underwent further surgery for metalwork related complications mainly for screw protrusion into the radiocarpal joint following fracture collapse. Our results suggest that volar locking plates are associated with a high rate of metal work related complications requiring further surgery. Technical aspects to reduce such complications are discussed.